Cedar Hollow PTO Meeting – October 27, 2008
PTO President Janel Laub called the meeting to order at 5:34 pm.
In attendance:  Jody Nielson, Janel Laub, Tanya Bryant, Sharon Placke, Mrs. Leggott, Sue Springer, Carlotta Hartman, Darbie Mazour, Mr. Morris, Tonya Tuma, Kari Schmidt, Michelle Eberl, Mrs. Rupp, Lisa Whelan,  Val Pfinning, June Atkins, Jamie Jankovitz, Susan Toner, Susie Canfield, Cindy Fay
Approval of minutes.  The minutes from the September 22, 2008 were presented.   A motion was made by Tanya Bryant to approve the minutes.  It was seconded by Mr. Morris.
Correspondence.  Correspondence was passed around.  The correspondence included thank you notes from teachers for the discretionary money and for the food at parent teacher conferences.  There was also a letter from a parent regarding the box tops.
Treasurer’s Report .    Jamie Jankovitz presented the treasurer’s report.  Jamie plans to open just one NOW account which still earns interest, rather than having a separate checking and savings account.  This will make balancing the account simpler.  Authorized signers for the new checking account will be Jamie Jankovitz, Susie Canfield, and Janel Laub.   Jamie received a purchase order for pencil sharpeners, but this has already been paid.  A bill was submitted for the train from the picnic, and for the pigs for the fundraiser.  The bills were approved for payment.  Kari Schmidt motioned to approve the treasure’s report, and the motion was seconded by Jody Nielson.
President Elect Report.  No report this month.
Old Business.  Picnic Tables. A discussion was held on whether to purchase picnic tables or use the money on a different project.  The middle school teachers encourage pursuing the purchase of picnic tables, and the elementary school teachers would like smart boards.  Mrs. Gruener is willing to give a presentation at the November meeting about the smart boards.  The smart boards cost near $2,000.  The Northwest District purchased four smart boards for Cedar Hollow this year.  Darby Mazour explained that teachers have the option to attend workshops for technology based teaching.  The PTO discussed an option of possibly supplementing the Northwest technology funds by adding a smart board to the school (perhaps one a year).  The smart board could be placed in a lab setting for teachers to share.  A concern with the smart board idea is that it is classroom dependent, and it would be nice to purchase items for the entire school to use.  Additional playground equipment or an upgrade of current playground equipment is still a need at Cedar Hollow.  The lower elementary rooms and Mrs. Lenz are gathering ideas for playground equipment.

The PTO would like to give teachers a survey regarding potential purchases, and have them prioritize the needs of the school.  June Atkins motioned, and Susan Toner seconded the idea to present a survey to the teachers regarding the purchases, and to table the budget requests.   The motion carried.
New Business.  Teacher lunch.  The teacher appreciation committee compiled the results of the teacher survey and used the results to plan menus for the teachers.  During teacher appreciation week, the committee would like to have lunch catered to the school for the teachers.  Susan Toner called Sutter Deli and Jimmy John’s for price quotes for the lunches.  The cost to provide sandwiches for 40 people is estimated at $150 for the sandwiches and around $250 for addition food items such as salads, chips, etc.  The lunch would be scheduled for the first Friday in March.   PTO approved to allocate $300 toward a catered lunch for the teachers.  
Trunk or Treat.  Janel Laub explained the Trunk or Treat idea came up after the September PTO meeting.  It was a well received idea and is a fundraising opportunity that could benefit the 8th graders for their Washington DC trip.  The money from the food stands will be allocated to the 8th graders who work at the trunk or treat.  Police officers will help park the vehicles.  If you attend, please consider helping with the cleanup afterwards.  

Mr. Morris’ Report.    Mr. Morris thanked the teacher appreciation committee for providing food for parent teacher conferences.  The school has great support from the PTO.  Mr. Morris also thanked the book fair committee for a great book fair.  Proceeds from the book fair can be used to purchase books or furniture.  A question was asked whether or not furniture can be purchased for the library for a reading corner.  Mr. Morris explained that there is not a lot of room in the library for furniture, and the library needs tables and space for teaching library skills.  A decision was made in the past to focus on purchasing books.

Committee Reports:
 Book Fair.  The book fair is complete.  Total book fair sales were $3806.96, which is $200 more than last year.  The school receives 60% of the profit, and 197 books have already been added to the library.  The school will still receive vouchers for more books, or a credit to purchase furniture, bookshelves, etc.  Book fair volunteers received a coupon where they could buy four books and receive one free.  This added up to $40.18.  Teachers received a coupon for $10, and 19 teachers used the coupons, at a cost of $190.  If the teachers did not use their coupons, the credit goes back to the library.  The new system of having book fair customers fill out their list of books/items worked well, and the money balanced.  A suggestion for next year, if possible, would be to include more adult books and self-help books.  The committee can also make a request from Scholastic to receive more books versus erasers, etc.  
Room Parents and Box Tops.   June Atkins has talked to all room parent coordinators, except for one (regarding the Halloween Party).   Mrs. Colvin’s class was the winner of the first quarter Box Tops contest (833 Box Tops collected).  Tanya Bryant said that Sonic donated ice cream sundaes for the winning class.  A thank you card was signed by Mrs. Colvin’s class and delivered to Sonic the same day.  The second quarter Box Tops contest ends on December 22nd.  

Spirit.  The spirit committee has completed activities associated with the fall sports.  A pep rally was held on October 20th.  The committee is now working on winter sports.  

Teacher appreciation.   The meals at conferences went well.  The menu consisted of Italian and Mexican meals.

T-shirts.  The committee asked whether or not the school needs to continue with the current company for t-shirts.  The answer to this is no, and other companies can be utilized.  The committee may have a promotion to sell extra t-shirts.  
Hospitality.  No report.

Fundraising. There were 147 students who took part in this year’s fundraiser.  This number is up from last year’s participants of 138.  Total sales from the fundraiser were $17,090.  Deli International receives $10,098, for a net profit of $6991.85, which is comparable to last year’s total.  The 4th grade sold the most, followed by the 2nd grade.  Mr. Morris has the list of the winners of the pigs.  The pig races will be held before Thanksgiving.  The fundraising committee checked on renting the Grand Theatre.  The cost is $300 for the theatre and the movie cost ranges from $150-$250.  The theatre can be rented Monday through Thursday and for weekend matinees.  The Grand sells the snacks and keeps the profits.  Another idea for a movie location is at Northwest and One R school has done this before.  The cost for this would only consist of the cost of the movie.  The 8th graders could use this as a fundraising opportunity to sell concessions at an intermission.  
Yearbook .  The yearbook committee met and they have a timeline of what is planned for pages each month.  They are still working on a theme, and yearbook pages have been assigned.  They are concentrating on getting pictures taken.  Carlotta Hartman will be doing the sports and activities pages.  If you have pictures, they can be emailed to the committee.   
The PTO meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.   Jody Nielson motioned to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Jamie Jankovitz.
