Cedar Hollow PTO Meeting – September 22, 2008
PTO President Janel Laub called the meeting to order at 5:33 pm.

In attendance:  Mr. Morris, Tanya Bryant, Janel Laub, Cindy Fay, JuneAtkins, Jamie Jankovitz, Val Pfinney, Kari Schmidt, Tonya Tuma, Sue Springer, Lisa Whelan, Lori Hock, Mrs. Atkins, Tara Retzlaff, Susan Toner, Lori Willis, Susie Canfield.
Approval of minutes.  The minutes from the August 25, 2008 PTO meeting were presented.  Kari Schmidt motioned to approve the minutes and Tanya Bryant seconded.

Treasurer’s Report.  Jamie Jankovitz presented the treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Susie Canfield to approve the report, and seconded by Lori Hock.   Jamie made a request to move the school account from Five Points Bank to Pathway Bank.  This will make it easier for the treasurer to make deposits, order checks, etc.  A motion was made by Lori Hock to move the account to Pathway Bank, and seconded by  Susan Toner.  The motion carried.  
President Elect’s Report.  Nothing to report this month.

Old business.  Picnic Tables:  Randy Jankovitz came to the school to look at the proposed location for the picnic tables.  There is a built in drainage where the picnic tables are to be located.  In order to keep the drainage there would be a slope, and the tables would not be level.   Different locations have not yet been looked at.  This project is expected to cost $3,000 plus the cost of concrete.  Janel Laub will send out a questionnaire to the teachers, asking if they have a different idea for table locations or if they have other project ideas or wish lists for items.  

Pencil Sharpeners.  New pencil sharpeners have been placed in the classrooms.

Correspondence.  Correspondence from the staff was passed around, thanking the PTO for the cash gifts.

Mr. Morris’ Report.  School conferences are coming up, and notes will be going home shortly to schedule conference times (no set conference times for middle school).  The Book Fair and the Deli International fundraiser are also coming up in the next month.

New Business. Playground equipment.  Janel Laub has been looking into playground equipment from Burke.  She has been visiting with Mrs. Lenz and other teachers about the need for playground equipment.  Some of the equipment could also be used as PE equipment.  The swings may need to be replaced in the future.  There was discussion about possibly providing shade or planting trees to allow for shade on the playground.  There is some playground equipment that provide shade in a lean-to type of structure.  The playground equipment is on hold for now, as money would not be available for this type of project until spring. 

By-laws.  The by-laws were discussed and a requirement within the by-law states that each committee will provide plans of work to the executive committee.  This is seen as a good idea and it provides documentation of the committee’s plans for the year.  Committees should have their plans submitted by the next meeting.  The committee plans/reports could be posted on-line.  Committee books and documentation were discussed.  At least one copy of old agendas and minutes must be kept.  A book of the agendas/minutes can be located in the library of the school.  Information on committee activities should be kept in the appropriate committee binder.
Committee Reports:
Spirit.  Football and volleyball buttons have been completed.  The committee received very favorable comments on the quality of the buttons.  A pep rally was on the held on September16th.  The committee distributed drinks and snacks to the team members.  Locker decorations have been completed for fall sports, and the committee is working on the decorations for band, horizons, etc. 

Teacher Appreciation.  The teacher appreciation committee will have a meeting on October 2nd to plan parent teacher conference activities.  This will be the one big meeting of the year.  The committee sent a survey to the staff to find out some of their favorites (sandwiches, desserts, flowers, etc).  The committee will use the results from the survey to plan events, and will provide the information to the room parents.  The teachers and staff are appreciative of the PTO.
Room parents.  The committee is appreciative to all who have volunteered to be a room parent.  Room parents have been assigned to all classrooms.  The notes for signing up for classroom parties have been sent home.  The Valentine’s Day party is actually on February 12th in the afternoon.  A note will be sent home after the first of the year to clarify the date.  The committee has already submitted a report to the executive board.  
Library.  Book fair.  This year’s theme is Book Fair Safari – Read, Dream, Grow.  The committee will be lining up volunteers to work at the book fair.  This year the committee will have a little more time to set up and tear down, and hope to have the library less congested.  The committee suggests a more streamlined approach to the book fair in regard to filling out forms.  The current system necessitates that workers write down student’s names, purchases, and the amount spent at the book fair.  This is a time consuming process and is difficult to accomplish when it is busy.  Possible alternatives were discussed, and a solution to try this year is to have the customer write down their items prior to coming to the cash register.    

Box tops:  A list of retailers that support Box Tops was passed around.  Additional information on Box Tops can be found at the Box Tops website:  www.boxtops4education.com.  The PTO will ask Mrs. Callahan if this can be posted on the web site.  The fundraising committee will work on the quarterly prizes for the classroom contests.  The student council will assist in counting and trimming the box tops.  The box tops from the first quarter will be counted on October 8th. 

T-shirts.  No report.
Hospitality.  The school picnic is complete; thank you to all who helped out.  Tanya Bryant stated that the raffle/prizes were difficult to conduct at the picnic and about half of the prizes came home.  This led to discussion on other methods of conducting the raffle including writing down names, and handing out the prizes at school, or having a white board present to notify winners.  The hospitality committee has no upcoming events in October.

Fundraising.  The Deli International fundraiser begins in October.  A skate night was held last Thursday, but the attendance was down.  Football, soccer practices and other activities may have impacted the attendance.  Fundraising food nights are forthcoming.   A movie night at the Grande Theater remains a suggestion for a family night out and a minimal fundraising activity.  Tanya will check on prices.  The intent of the movie night is for family fun with parental guidance for all ages.
Yearbook.  A bill was submitted for the first half of the deposit for the yearbook.  If it is not paid on time, interest will be charged.  Jamie Jankovitz motioned to approve the bill and it was seconded by Tanya Bryant.  The yearbook committee will hold a meeting on October 2nd to discuss yearbook pages.
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 pm.

