OCTOBER 2010 NEWSLETTER

From the Desk of the Principal, Tim Krupicka

How quickly things move along when school resumes in August. We went from welcoming teachers and
students back to being at mid-term of the first quarter and halfway through the fall sports seasons. Things are
off to a great start at Northwest. As I am starting my first year here as principal, I have been so impressed with
the ability of our students to deal with schoolwork, activities, family commitments and jobs. It is an extremely
busy existence being a high school student and I appreciate the family support our students have for making it
work.

Parent-Teacher Conferences — The time is quickly approaching for parents and Northwest teachers
to participate in the first of our two parent-teacher conferences. Please make plans to attend the conferences
scheduled for 3:30-8:00 pm, Wednesday and Thursday, October 20 and 21. Even though many parents
maintain a steady interest in their student’s progress through our Powerschool program, parent-teacher
conferences offer an opportunity to have a brief discussion of student progress in a face-to-face setting. Due to
the limited amount of time and the number or our students that each teacher teaches, please try to limit your
conference with each teacher to 5 minutes. If you feel that more time is needed, please make arrangements
with the teacher to meet during the teacher’s planning period or at another arranged time. Some of the topics
that you may want to address with the teacher may include:

e  What is my child doing well? What does my child need to work on?
Is my child attentive in class?
Is my child working up to their potential in class? And what could be done to help improve their work?
Is homework being completed on time and accurately?
Does my child participate in class discussions and volunteer information on a regular basis?
Does my child act in a respectful manner to the teacher and other students?
Does my child seem to be adapting to the social setting of school?

Meet with the Principal Meeting — In order to better communicate with the parents of Northwest
students, I will be holding a monthly meeting with any parents that will be willing to discuss questions that
arise, offer advice, or just chat. These meeting will be held on the first Wednesday of the month. The first
meeting will be scheduled for Wednesday, October 6. The meeting will be from 10:00-11:00 am

Junior & Senior Class Parent Meetings — Junior and senior class parents are reminded that the
post graduation and post prom meetings will take place during parent teacher conferences. The senior Post
Graduation parent meeting will be Wednesday at 7:00 pm, October 20 in the Media Center. The junior Post
Prom parent meeting will be Thursday at 7:00 pm, October 21 in the Media Center. All parents of junior and
senior students are encouraged to attend the scheduled meetings.

Northwest Offering John Baylor Test Prep

Northwest will again be offering the John Baylor Test Prep class to help students prepare for the ACT. A new feature this year
will allow students to have access to the Baylor Test Prep online program from home. Students will be able to view the short video
presentations and practice the skills needed to boost their scores, any time of the day or night. In order to access the program, students
need to give their email address to Mrs. Jane Brown so a password can be created.

John Baylor will be at Northwest on October 14t to do a refresher course for the seniors that took the class last spring. Seniors
should sign up with Mrs. Brown by October 11th if they wish to take the course, in preparation for the October or December ACT. In
addition to these opportunities, Mr. Baylor will be at Northwest in the spring to teach a class for juniors preparing for the April or June
ACT. Alljuniors should take the ACT in December or February, prior to taking the class in the spring.

Notice to Students, Parents & Patrons

We are concerned about the health and safety of our building occupants, and staff. We have had our facilities inspected for
asbestos-containing materials (ACM) as required by the Ashestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986 (referred to as AHERA)., We
intend to fully comply with all relevant EPA and OSHA regulations in this area and will be closely monitoring all asbestos activities. We
look forward to serving you in the future and providing a safe and healthy school environment.

Students, their parents, and employees of the Northwest High School are hereby notified that this school does not discriminate
on the basis of sex, national origin, handicap, or race and is required by the Title IX Section 504 and Title VI not to discriminate on the
basis of sex or handicap in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs and activities. Any person having
inquires concerning Northwest High School’s compliance with Title IX Section 504 and Title VI is directed to contact Tim Krupicka,
385-6394, who has been designated by Northwest ngh School to coordinate the school district’s efforts to comply with Title IX Section
504 and Title V1.



NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE

Thank you to Mrs. Lori Merritt for her hard work in developing our website. Log on to
the Northwest Website and click on the Counselors’ Corner link. Check it out to get upcoming
events, scholarship information plus much more. The website will be updated as new
information is received.

Thanks to the Senior parents who attended the Senior Parent Scholarship Night. We hope the information provided to you
was helpful. Ms. Kieselhorst met with all seniors, either one-on-one or in a group/class setting and gave each senior information on
colleges, careers and scholarship information. Transcripts were given to each senior. The Horatio Algers and Coca Cola scholarships
were given to all seniors so they can begin to complete scholarship applications. Ms Kieselhorst had each senior complete a senior
survey. She will again be meeting with all seniors and give them the first scholarship list. The scholarship list will also be posted on the
Northwest website under Counselor’s Corner. College visits can be set up either by you or the counseling office. If you want the
counseling office to set the visit up for you a form can be picked up in the counseling office. UNO would prefer students wanting to visit
their campus to go the UNO website BEaAV.com and schedule their own visit.

PSAT - Juniors will have the opportunity to take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship (PSAT/NMSQT) on
October 13%. The test measures reading, math, and writing skills needed for college and is the first step in entering the National Merit °
Scholarship Corporation competitions for scholarships and recognition. It also serves for a pre SAT measuring device and is used by
different businesses in their scholarship selection. Check with your place of employment to see if your son/daughter needs to take this
test. Students wanting to take the test can register in the counseling office by bringing in a $13.00 check by October 8th,

ASVAB - Juniors had the opportunity to take the ASVAB on September 10t%. Mrs. Merritt went over the results of the test
on September 16%, On Friday, September 17th, Mrs. Merritt and Ms. Kieselhorst met with all juniors to update their four year plan, go
over graduation requirements using student’s transcripts and discuss community service hours.

PLAN - Sophomores took the PLAN, which is a pre ACT test on September 28th. The ACT is very popular with our juniors
and seniors and this is a means to measure the ACT as a sophomore. The counselors will be going into the classroom to go over the
results later in the semester and the results of the test will then be sent to parents. The counselors also will go over graduation
requirements using student’s transcripts and community service hours will be discussed.

EXPLORE - Freshmen took the EXPLORE test on August 27%. The test is a great measuring tool for students and
teachers. These results will be used by the teachers in reinforce claserom instruction. The results of the test will be shared with
students and mailed out to parents later in the semester.

FRESHMEN NOTES - Mrs. Merritt and Ms. Kieselhorst met with all the Freshmen during the 27 week of school to
help the students complete the “COPS” career inventory. We will use this information to assist students in developing a 4-year plan and
career goals. A copy of the 4-year plan will be mailed home. We encourage you to sit down with your son/daughter and discuss this
plan with them as you help them prepare for their future.

Please feel free to contact us at any time with questions or comments. We can be reached at 385-5391,
ext. 117. Ms.Kieselhorst is responsible for students whose last names are A-K and Mrs. Merritt is responsible
for students with names L-Z.

COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS
Congratulations to the following students who have completed their community service hours requirement.

Class of 2011 - — Steven Bartz, Kalee Bockmann, Amanda Buhrman, Garrett Campbell, Brooke Caravan, Anthony Casto, Mitchell Chohon, Sadie
Cox, Marlena Cruz, Kendra Davis, Konner Davis, Eric DeLancey, Macy Diehl, Anna Ewald, Erika Garcia, Morgan Garner, Gatkek Gatchay, Jordan
Gross, Alex Hall, Ali Hall, Jessica Hargens, Amanda Hast, Jaime Helgoth, Caleb Hetrick, Brent Hilderbrand, Bethany Hoban, Jeff Hostler, Kendall
Hostler, Megan Jenneman, Danielle Jim, Morgan Johnson, Karny Kuehl, Alexis Lakanyavong, Michael Latta, Nicholas Lau, Casey Ledford, Kelsey
Lehn, Whitney Lierman, Kayla Luft, Chelsea McDaniel, Halie McNelis, Mikayla Morgan, Christopher Murphy, Christopher Myers, Colby Olsen,
Mitchell Paulman, Holly Petzoldt, Sarah Phinney, Michael Plantenberg, Alec Powers, Brooke Promes, Brittany Raile, Samantha Rivera, Justin
Roehrich, Jamie Rogers, Tori Ross, Brandon Salpas, Jeffrey Schneider, Blake Soll, John Steinmann, Brady Sullivan, Brian Svoboda, Nathanal
Thornton, Miranda Vlach-Buller, Chasity Vodehnal, Caleb Ward, Matthew Willford, KyRae Williams, Briana Willis, Jerry Wooden, Trey Zahm,
Jennifer Zarek,

Class of 2012 - Jacie Bean, Toni Birch, Emily Borrell, Brock Brown, Kassandra Bush, Anthony Davis, Brad Durand, BreAnna Ehlers, Alexandra
Ericksen, Gentry Frederick, Maria Frias, Jaci Gannon, Melanie Griess, Bryce Hesterman, Ryan Hudnall, Katie Husman, Emily Jones, Kyle Keene,
Cassidy Keezer, Bryce Kneeland, Shelby Luft, Anthony Lynch, Alyssa Mangus, Maggie Michalski, Allison Myers, Nathan Niemoth, Courtney
Pattison, Michelle Paulsen, Kyle Payne, Kyle Placke, Shon Pointer, Alexandria Pottorff, Braya Prince, Tanner Roth, Michaela Schimmer, Brittany
Shriner, Stephanie Smidt, Cory Steinacher, Bo Vanis, Christina Zarek

Class of 2013 - Ashley Bykerk, Brandon Cruz, Yadlra Garcia, Holly Green, Shana Havenridge, Jordan Johnson, Trevor Kraft, Jessica Saddler,
Ashley Tagart.



MUSIC BOOSTERS
Tammy Daws, President; Diana Hast, Treasurer; Adriene Baxter, Secretary

The school year has gotten off to a great start in the Music Department. Music Jubilee was a tremendous success with food,
fun and previews of what our Band and Vocal worked on over the summer and that was just a sampling of what they have in store for
us throughout the rest of year.

BAND — October 2 — Harvest of Harmony — Parade and Field Competition
October 9 — Lincoln High “Links” Competition, Lincoln (Beechner Field)
October 23 — NSBA State Marching Festival, Lincoln (Seacrest Field)
The Marching Band also performed at the opening ceremonies for the 1% Nebraska State Fair held in Grand Island On Friday,
August 27 and on Saturday, August 28 did their regular performance of marching through the midway, twice.

VOCAL - October 9 — All State Music Auditions — Hastings — Band and Vocal
October 11 — UNL Men’s Choir Festival (all day w/concert at 7 ish) Kimball Hall
October 30 — Fall Vocal Concert at 7:00 pm — all choirs

Both band and vocal have held Leadership Days with inspirational speakers, paid for by Music Boosters.

MEMBERSHIP —~ We had a record amount of people sign up to be Quarter ($25), Half ($50) or Whole ($100) Note members of
Music Boosters. If you missed out on becoming a member and would like to join, contact Tammy Daws, President at 390-4253.

WINDOW DECALS — By the time you get this newsletter, window decals should be in the mail to those who ordered. This year we
have brought back the A Cappella choir decal that has been missing for awhile and the Men’s Ensemble decal will be more gold than
yellow. We can also order Jazz Band decals when that group is determined. There will be one more order placed for decals if you
missed out. Once again, contact Tammy Daws to order.

FUND RAISERS — Concession Stand — Our main (and ongoing) fund raiser is off to a great start. Dusty & Diana Hast are in their
4™ (and final — do I hear any volunteers for next year) year of running the stand for ALL home football games. They are also
responsible for a great “new” used refrigerator Donated for the outside stand. Thank you HASTS!! :

There is always a need for volunteers for the concession stand. It’s a great way to meet other parents and you can do as much
or as little as you like. Simply volunteering to help with one game is a tremendous help. Want to volunteer? Call Tammy Daws,
President 308-390-4253 or blupe76@charter.net or Diana Hast, Treasurer 308-379-2832 and we will find a game that fits into your
schedule. We will need a lot of help with District and State Volleyball November 1 & 2 and November 11.

Lori McMahon (308-390-7463) has so graciously said “YES” to being in charge of the basketball season. She will be getting
a hold of those who signed up already and those who have not.

CRAFT FAIR — SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 — This is our only other fund raiser. Karen Olson (308-379-7753) is chair for this
and does a fantastic job. If you know anyone who would like to rent a booth have them call Karen or go to Northwest website
ginorthwest.org to download a form.

Thank you to all those who have already done so much to support Music Boosters. We look forward to
seeing all of you at this years’ events.



As a parent, I’'m sure you want to keep
up with what is happening at school.
With the help of PowerSchool you can
keep track of your child’s grades and
attendance.You can also view the school’s daily bulletin. To do this all you need is the
school’s web site and your guardian password that was mailed to you earlier this quarter.
Open your web browser to www.ginorthwest.org.

PowerSchool has changed and everyone needs to go
to “create account” on the PowerSchool page and
make a new username and password for your
family—to do this:

Click on the create account button and then enter your first and last name, your email
address, a username and password (these need to be at least 6 characters and no symbols).
Go to the bottom of the page and add your son/daughter’s name and then your Guardian
ID and password and then how you are related to them--Click submit.

Now you should be able to use your new username and password to log in to
PowerSchool. This will take you to the page that shows your student’s grades and
attendance. Click on a specific grade to see all the assignments that have been recorded.
Click the back button to go to the main screen and check the grades for other classes.
When you click on the teacher’s name it will take you to your email program. You can
then send the teacher an email with your questions or concerns.

At the top of the PowerSchool page are several icons. If you click on the Email
Notification icon it will bring you to a page that will let you receive a weekly email
showing your student’s grades. I would recommend that you select only the first check
box (Summary of current grades and attendance) and choose “Once a week™ for “How
often?” Checking the “Send now” box will send the email immediately and then every
Monday morning after that. Under “Email address(es)”, you may type as many addresses
as you wish separated by a comma. The School’s Daily Bulletin can also be found at the
top of the PowerSchool page. Click the icon and it will bring up the current bulletin. The
School’s Daily Bulletin can also be found at the school’s web site,
www.ginorthwest.org.

If you have any further questions about PowerSchool, please contact me, Ann Purdy, at
apurdy@esulQ.org or 385-6394. I will also be available during Parent-Teacher
Conferences on October 20 and 21 to help you with this.




EducationQuest Foundation

College Planning Bulletin

A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students
September 2010

Grand Island Area College Fair is September 19 at Heartland Event Center
We hope many of you will able to attend the College Fair this past Sunday. The list of representatives
was GREAT! If you missed the opportunity, other college fairs scheduled for this fall are as follows:

Norfolk Area College Fair, Sunday, September 26, 1:00-3:00 pm — Northeast Community College
Tri-State Area College Fair, Sunday, October 3, 12:30-3:00 pm ~ Marina Center, South Sioux City
Scottsbluff/Gering Area College Fair, Sunday, October 10, 1:00-3:30 pm — Gering Civic Center
Lincoln Area College Fair, Sunday, October 17, 1:00-3:00 pm — Southeast Community College
Omaha Area College Fair, Sunday, October 31, 1:00-4:00 pm — University of Nebraska at Omaha

Educational Planning Programs feature “mini college fairs”

If you can’t make it to a College Fair, attend an Educational Planning Program this fall at a school in
your area (see Upcoming Events at EducationQuest.org for dates and locations). These “mini
college fairs” feature representatives from state and regional colleges along with college planning and
financial aid information.

The importance of getting involved!

Start the school year by getting involved in extracurricular activities to increase your chances for
scholarships and admission to your top colleges. Use the Activities Resume at
EducationQuest.org to track your involvement throughout high school — then the information is
readily available when it's time to apply.

Senior students and parents...start preparing for college admission!
College may still seem far off, but admission deadlines will start hitting later this fall. Follow these
steps to stay on track:

1. Contact your top colleges NOW and ask about application deadlines for admission, college-
based scholarships and financial aid. Ask if you need a separate application for scholarships, and
about application fees.

2. Visit with college representatives at College Fairs, Educational Planning Programs, during
campus visits, and when they visit your high school.

3. Apply to your top 3-4 colleges before the deadline. Along with your application, the colleges will
require your high school transcript, class rank, GPA and ACT/SAT score. They may also request a list
of your extracurricular activities, letters of recommendation, an essay and an interview.




September “To Do” List
Juniors and Seniors ... complete these college planning tasks during September:
__Attend a College Fair or Educational Planning Program in your area.
___Visit EducationQuest.orqg to:
__estimate your FAFSA results using the College Funding Estimator
___sign up for the Countdown2College e-mail service
__Seniors, register by September 10 for the October 9 SAT.
__Seniors, register by September 17 for October 23 ACT.
___Juniors, ask your guidance counselor about PSAT registration deadlines and test dates.

For free help with college planning, contact EducationQuest Foundation:
Kearney

308-234-6310

800-666-3721

EducationQuest.org

KnowHow2GONebraska.org
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