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October 2018 Newsletter 
From the Desk of the Principal 
We are off to a great start here at Northwest High 
School.  It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were 
welcoming back students to the building and now we 
are nearly to the end of the first quarter.  I am 
impressed with our students and their desire to achieve 
academically and in all activities.  Students and 
teachers need to put in the commitment to education 
to in order for us all to achieve and we have the type of 
building that does just that.  The administration 
appreciates the support that we receive from families in 
to make our work with students productive.   
It takes teamwork to make education a success and 
the support that we receive from our parents, students, 
teachers, and community is essential if the process is 
to work well.  We urge all parents to stay active and 
involved with the education of their students.  Ask 
questions of your students when something appears to 
be wrong or out of character.  Consult with teachers, 
counselors, and administration if there are issues that 
may be difficult to solve on your own.  We are here to 
support your efforts with your children.	  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Parent-Teacher Conferences were well attended this 
year. We apologize for our multiple conflicts on 
Thursday this year, but Tuesdays and Thursdays of the 
fall are really busy with activities.  Conflicts are difficult 
to avoid. We really appreciate the parents that attended 
the conferences and the input that you provided for us 
and for our staff.  We want to be the best partners 
possible in educating your students.  We remind all 
parents to take an active role in making communication 
with teachers regarding your student’s progress in 
school.  The educational process cannot be a success 
unless we have the teamwork of students-teachers-
parents.  If you feel that more time is needed to discuss 
matters relating to your student, please make 
arrangements with the teacher to meet during the 
teacher’s planning period or at another arranged time.  

We also encourage parents to actively follow your 
student’s progress on Powerschool and also to be a 
frequent visitor on the Northwest High School website.  
It is on the website that you will find our school activity 
calendar and also, with the click of a handy button, the 
daily announcements.	  
 
Meeting With The Principal 
In order to better communicate with the parents of 
Northwest students, I will be holding a monthly meeting 
with any parents that will be willing to discuss questions 
that arise, offer productive input, or just chat.  These 
meetings will be held on the first Wednesdays of the 
month.  In October, we have a noon dismissal on the 
3rd; therefore next meeting will be scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 10.  The meeting will be from 
10:00-11:00 AM.	  	  
 
Tim Krupicka, Principal 
Northwest High School 
 
 

 
 
Noon Dismissal 
Students will have a noon dismissal on Wednesday, October 
3rd for teacher’s in-service.  NO LUNCH WILL BE SERVED.  
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Media Center 
I was thinking about some of the things our 
distinguished alumni mentioned during their 
speeches.  One thing that jumped out to me was how 
important their foundation from Northwest was in 
building who they are today.  Included in that was the 
importance of building their experiences and 
vocabulary.   
So what’s the best way to broaden your experiences 
and build vocabulary at no cost?  Reading!   Dr. Seuss 
once wrote, “The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, the more places 
you’ll go.”  
Check out all the free e-books (you can read online, 
download to kindle etc.) at the Gutenberg Project.  You 
can reach it online at http://www.gutenberg.org.  It has 
various ways you can browse/access books, but is 
super simple to navigate.  Encourage everyone in your 
house to read a little “junk food” for the brain (what we 
call books for pure enjoyment at our house), but then 
dig into something “nutritious” like a classic or 
nonfiction of interest! 
 

Powerschool 
As a parent, we are sure you will want to keep up with 
what is happening at school.  With the help of 
PowerSchool you can keep track of your student’s 
grades, attendance and school announcements.   

Open your web browser to www.ginorthwest.org.  There 
you will find an icon at the very bottom of the front page 
that says PowerSchool, click on this.  If you have not yet 
set up an account please click on “create account”.   
This is where you will create a user name and 
password. You will then scroll down to link students; in 
this portion you will enter the access ID and password 
that was given to you during parent teacher 
conferences. You will also have the options of adding 
additional students. The staff in the central office will 
be happy to assist in obtaining your ID’s and passwords 
if you were unable to attend conferences. 

Once your account is set up you will be taken to a page 
that shows your student’s attendance, as well as their 
grades.  Click on a specific grade to see all the 
assignments that have been recorded.  When you click 
on the teacher’s name it will take you to your email 
programs.  You can then send the teacher an email with 
your questions or concerns. 

PowerSchool is also available as an app on your cellular 
device or tablet. 
 
 
 

2018-19 Yearbook Pre-orders  
Pre-order your 2018-2019 Viking yearbook before it’s 
too late!! If you do not pre-order your book, there is no 

guarantee that you will be able 
to purchase one in the fall. 
Yearbooks are $65, payable to 
Northwest High School. Please 
print the form that is included 
with this article and turn into 
Mrs. Kavan, room 332. You 
may also place your order 
online at 
www.yearbookforever.com 
There is a $2.00 extra charge 
to order online. Prices will go 
up to $70 after Christmas!! 

Don’t miss out on the memories!! Questions please 
email Mrs. Kavan at bkavan@ginorthwest.org.  
 
Yearbook Order Form 
 

ACT Test Prep 
In the spring of 2016 Nebraska Legislature passed a 
bill that requires all public schools to administer a 
college and career ready test to all students the spring 
of their Junior year.  This year’s Juniors will take the ACT 
exam at Northwest High School on April 2, 2019.  We 
offer an ACT Test Prep class, however if that class does 
not fit into the student’s schedule, any student at 
NWHS can utilize two sources to help prepare them for 
the upcoming exam.   
ACT Academy, academy.act.org, provides free 
resources for students that are unique to their learning 
gaps.  Students in any grade can create an account on 
the site, then enter PreACT or ACT scores to create a 
pathway for practice based on their test results.  If a 
student has not taken the PreACT or ACT he/she can 
still set up an account to access practice material, 

which 
includes 

video 
tutorials, 

and 
practice questions.  The juniors have been asked to set 
up an account on this site using the PreACT scores from 
the exam they took in the Spring of 2017.   
Another program, On to Col lege, formerly John Baylor 
Test Prep, is available to all students who attend 
Northwest High School.  Students may login using their 
school email at ontocollege.com.  Students have been 
enrolled in courses, which provide videos with hints and 
tips along with practice for the ACT.  If you have any 
questions please contact Jeanette Ramsey, Director of 
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Teaching and Learning, jramsey@ginorthwest.org or 
308 385-6389 ext. 5146. 
If you are a senior, planning to take the ACT in 
December, both of these sites would be helpful as you 
prepare to take the December ACT.	  
	  

Freshmen Academy 
It is amazing that it is going to be October already.  The 
weeks seem to be flying by and all of the freshmen 
keep adjusting to high school at their own pace.  I 
encourage you to have regular conversations with your 
son / daughter about how their classes are going, if 

they are staying 
on track to 
graduate and if 
they keep 
giving thought 
to what they 
want to do after 
graduating.  By 
no means do 
kids have to 
know what they 
want to do for 

the rest of their life during their freshmen year, but we 
do want them passing all of their classes and then 
taking classes that might help them discover a career 
path that they might not have originally thought of. 
The other area that I need all parents to discuss with 
their children is in regards to cell phones / social 
media.  If you do not regularly look at your child’s 
phone, I encourage you to do so.  It is critical that 
students promote themselves in a positive manner 
through social media.  Future employers, colleges, and 
scholarship committees are all looking at how 
individuals are portrayed in the cyber world.  During the 
first part of October, I will be having a short assembly 
with all of the freshmen to address all of the school and 
legal consequences that can happen if they make poor 
decisions.  I plan to have several upperclassmen talk to 
the freshmen about all of the good decisions they have 
made with social media.  This area is constantly 
changing and is very hard to stay caught up with.  One 
example to be aware of is the “My Eyes Only” in 
SnapChat.  This takes a four-digit code to get into and I 
encourage you to look into this on your child’s 
phone.  Pictures that they do not want others to see can 
be hidden here.  Your child’s phone is an area that you 
need to make sure is a safe place for them, just as you 
would want them to be safe if they went to a concert or 
a part of town that you knew was not safe.     
Our freshmen academy team continues to supervise an 
after school study hall for freshmen.  This is available 
on M, T, Th & F from 3:40 - 4:10 each of those days.  A 
different academy teacher staffs this each week, and I 

make sure that I help cover this study hall from time to 
time too.  The study hall is there as a support for 
students who may not be able to get answers from 
home or just a quiet place to get assignments done so 
they won’t have homework.  Students can be assigned 
to attend this study hall as a consequence though if 
they are not getting work done.  If your child does need 
to stay after school on Wednesday nights, there is a 
study hall provided by the school due to the early 
dismissal each Wednesday.  Another academic support 
in place for our students is intervention time.  
Intervention is available to every student from 9:00 - 
9:30 a.m. every day of the week except Wednesday.  A 
student may sign up to go to a teacher’s room or the 
teacher may sign up the student to come in and work. 
 
As I conclude my newsletter, I want to make sure that 
all parents know how to get ahold of me.  My phone 
number and extension at the school is 308-385-6394 
(Ext. 5123) and my e-mail address is 
mmoser@ginorthwest.org Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions you have.  The goal of the 
Freshmen Academy is to make sure that your child is 
supported and that they have a good base after their 
freshman year so that they stay on track to graduate in 
2022.    Go Vikings!!!!! 
 
Marty Moser 
Freshman Academy Director / Assistant Principal 

Counselor’s Corner 

 
SENIOR REMINDER: THE FAFSA SITE 
OPENS OCTOBER 1st!  
Apply EARLY, funds are limited and are first come, first 
served.  You will also need this information if you apply 
for certain scholarships, such as the Susan Thompson 
Buffett scholarship.  If you need help getting started 
EducationQuest has a tutorial on their website. 
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SCHOLARSHIP NOTES:    
Scholarships are posted on the scholarship 
spreadsheet on the school website under the 
Counseling Page. Scholarships will be updated 
throughout the year as they become available.  If 
students have trouble accessing a scholarship 
application, feel free to come see us in the counseling 
office. 
Seniors can request transcripts for scholarships or 
colleges by emailing the counseling secretary/registrar 
Brenda Dunn, at bdunn@ginorthwest.org and state if 
you need a PDF sent via email or a paper transcript to 
pick up later in the counseling office. 
 
JUNIOR NOTES:   
Juniors may take the PSAT (Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) on October 10th.  
Students who want to take the test can register in the 
Counseling Office by bringing in a $16.00 check by 
October 6th. 
Juniors may take the ASVAB test on October 30th.  If 
your son/daughter would like to take this test they 
should sign up in the Counseling Office 

 

Community Service Hours 
Students need to complete a minimum of 40 hours of 
community service as part of their graduation 
requirements. If you are in question of how many hours 
your student has completed, please contact the 
counseling office.  

Community Service Form  
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